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We Give Thanks for all God’s Blessings 
Friday, November 22, 2019 

 
Welcome to the annual Thanksgiving Service, at which the members of the 
Hebrew Congregation of Saint Thomas and Saint Thomas Reformed Church, as 
well as other partners, gather together in worship.  

 
We are grateful for this chance to connect on a personal and human level. We 
try, for a few moments, to put aside the technology which serves us well but 
to which we so often feel bound.  Please turn off your cell phones at this time, 
or at least “set them on stun.” Please also note that we want to come together 
to dwell in the moment, not to step outside of it. Please refrain from taking 
photographs during the service. 

 
 

We come together in spirit and song, repeating now words 
written by the Psalmists so many centuries ago: 

“Hinei Mah Tov U’mah Na’im Shevet Achim Gam Yachad. 
 

How good and how pleasant it is… when, brothers and sisters, 
we sit…we dwell, we come together in peace.” 
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Introductions and Greetings 
A Celebration of Unity: 

 
 
 

 



NOVEMBER 22nd, 2019 4  

Reflections On The Season 

We come together once again,  
an annual opportunity for affirmation, reflection and celebration. 

It is a time to look around, and look inside.  Where are we, as a community? 
Are we touched by the storms still,  survivors and newcomers alike? 

We look to the future with hope for resilience and recovery still to come, 
but part of us, perhaps, remains… scarred and scared and changed  

from who we once were. 

 
And yet we approach this time of gratitude with awe and appreciation. 

We give thanks for what we have seen. 
 

We were witness on these islands to strangers opening hearts and homes,  
t h e  “ u n i t y ”  i n  community, acts of kindness and support,  

those with little left giving part of what they had to others in need. 
 

We give thanks for generosity of spirit. 

And we give thanks for what we have done. 
 

Truly we saw heroes walk among us:  
those who rushed to help or stood in sun and heat 

offering food and water, comfort and hope. 
And with need also came mission and purpose,  

focus and dedication. 
 

We give thanks for human compassion.  
Let not one tear of fear or sadness fall  

before we ourselves reach out 

to dry it from the face of someone suffering. 

And we give thanks for vision and perspective, 
r eminders all around us of what is lasting and what is not, 

what is important and what is not. 
 

In crisis and challenge we learn a lesson  
so easily forgotten in better times:  
   that there is, indeed, a difference 

      between what we need, and what we want. 
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י רִים מֵאַיִן יָּׂבאֹ עֶזְרִִֽ א עֵינַי אֶל־הֶהָּׂ :  אֶשָּׂ  

רֶץ  ִֽ אָּׂ מַיִם וָּׂ ה עֹשֵה  שָּׂ :עֶזְרִי מֵעִם יְהוָּׂ  

 
Esa Aynai El HeHarim, me’ayin yavo Ezri. 
Ezri, Me’im Adonai, Oseh Shamayim Va’aretz 

We lift up our eyes towards the mountains.  

What is the source of our help?  

Our help comes from the Eternal,  

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

For centuries these words from the book of Psalms  
have served as a source of comfort: 

Esa Aynai El HeHarim, me’ayin yavo Ezri. 
 

We look up, now, towards our own recovery, 
more options and more openings with every new day. 

 
We return, at last, to a time  

 of pursuing our dreams 
not just worrying about our basic needs. 

 
Let us, nevertheless, keep something with us  

from what we went through.  
May we remember something of that time,  

who we were, and how we changed. 
what we learned, and what we taught. 

 
We lift up our eyes towards the mountains.  

What do we see, and what do we learn? 
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Liturgy for Erev Shabbat/Friday Night 

Kindling the Lights of Shabbat 
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 לָ דְ הַ תקָ תוֹרנֵּהַ

Lighting the Shabbat Candles 

 
We begin our service by kindling light. 
You are blessed, God of-all and of-us, 
Eternal Spirit of the Universe, who has 
charged us with responsibilities, 
commanding us to ignite a light, 
to shine with love in our lives. 

The candles are lit and the blessing is sung. 

 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu Melech haOlam 
 asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu  

l’hadlik ner shel Shabbat. 

 
May these candles remind us that we must help and not hurt, 

cause joy and not sorrow, create and not destroy, 
seek wisdom and truth, and help all to be free. 

 
We praise God for the gift of life and this happy time: 

 

 
 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu Melech HaOlam 
Shehechiyanu v’kiy’manu v’higiyanu lazman hazeh. 

 
May these candles cast their light into a world filled with Darkness. 

May they dispel fear and loneliness, ignorance and hatred, hunger, need and strife. 
May these lights remind us of the abundant blessings for which we give thanks. 

And may they move us to share our blessings, that none may be deprived. 
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L’cha Dodi – Come My Beloved 
We Welcome the Sacred and Intimate 

Presence of the Divine 
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A Celebration of Creation 
From Psalm 92: a celebration of creation. 

“Mizmor Shir L’Yom HaShabbat;  
A song for the Sabbath day” 

 
“How great, how wondrous is Your work, O God! 

How deep, how profound is Your design…” 
 
 

 
 

“Ma Gad’lu ma’asecha Yah,  
me’od am’ku machshevotecha…. 

Halleluyah. 
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Call to Worship 

Please rise. 

 

Barekhu et Adonai ham'vo-rakh. 
Barukh Adonai ham-vo-rakh l'olam va'ed. 

 
Praise Adonai to whom our praise is due! 

Praise Adonai to whom our praise is due, now and forever! 
 

 
 

We praise You, Ever-Present God, who crafts order out of chaos.  You wove us as 
part of a wondrous universe, made us a thread in the web of the world. You fill 
our sight with suns and stars; through dark clouds and clear skies, wind and water 
alike we behold the beauty and the power of all You have made. 

 
And You share with us a measure of Your spirit, which dwells within as an inner 
light. The flame within is a reflection of Your Eternal presence; it is a mirror to the 
galaxies and nebulae, the dust from which we came and which even now links us 
in a cosmic chain with all of time, worlds beyond our own.  May the turn of the 
day and the promise of new dawn guide and guard for us that sense of awe and 
appreciation, for the vastness of creation, for the renewal and connection we 
experience every day. 
 

 
Baruch Atta Adonai, ha-ma-ariv ‘aravim. 

 
Blessed are You, Eternal One, for the cycles of creation, 

giving us day by day new ways to discover You, and  
another chance to choose our sacred work in the world. 

 
 

 
CREATION 
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ETERNAL LOVE 
 
We give thanks for the priests and prophets, the psalmists and sages of every 
nation, who take Your teachings and help make them part of our lives as we strive 
to make this world a better place. We sense Your love on different journeys, 
through different faiths and traditions, and in ways which change over time as we 
grow and come to know You anew. 

 
And yet some things stay true through all of time: that love of You should lead us 
to love each other, that a sense of God means we must act in godly ways, that as 
You give to us, so must we give to and support one another. 

 

ְ  
Baruch Atta Adonai, oheiv amo Yisrael. 

Praised are You, Eternal, for Your love of Israel and all peoples. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Shema Yisrael Adonai Elohenu Adonai Ehad! 

Barukh Shem k'vod Malkhuto l'olam va'ed! 

Hear, O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One! 

Blessed is God's glorious majesty forever and ever! 

Please be seated. 
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Standing on the parted shores of history 

we still believe what we were taught 

before ever we stood at Sinai’s foot: 

 
That wherever we go, it is eternally Egypt, that there is a 

better place, a promised land; that the winding way to that 

promise passes through the wilderness, 

that there is no way to get from here to there  

except by joining hands, marching, together. 

 
        based on Michael Walzer, Exodus and Revolution
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Hashkiveinu/One Day 
                                     Craig Taubman/Matisyahu  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hashkiveinu Adonai Eloheinu L’shalom,  
V’ha’amideinu  Shom’reinu L’chayim (2x or 4x) 
U’sh’mor Tzeiteinu… U’vo’einu, L’Chayim U’l’Shalom,  
Mei’ata V’Ad Olam… 

  
   Sometimes I lay  under the moon 
      And thank God I'm breathing 
 Then I pray don't take me soon 
 'Cause I am here for a reason 

      Sometimes in my tears I drown (I drown) 
     But I never let it get me down (me down) 
     So when negativity surrounds (surrounds) 
     I know some day it'll all turn around because… 

 

      All my life I've been waiting for 
      I've been praying for 
      For the people to say 
      That we don't wanna fight no more  
      There’ll be no more wars 
       And our children will play 

        One day [6x]… 
     Hashkiveinu…. 
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Last week, last month, last year… 
We have seen the peace that people seek 
in places of prayer, in supposed Sanctuaries 
Shattered too often by acts of hate 
And the spilling of blood. 
 
Coming together, against violence and strife, 
this week we say, we come together to pray, 
and to find our way back. 
  
Shabbat is supposed to be about  
a sweet taste of the way the world can be. 
 
But our Sabbath must also be a promise, 
that when we leave this place and walk into the world 
we will have what it takes, we will do what it takes 
to make that peace possible again. 
 
Shamor.  V’sham’ru. 
To keep, to guard, to observe. 
It will take it all, to make our Shabbat,  
and the holy times of all people, everywhere, 
sweet, and sacred, and safe. 
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 תפילה

Create a pure heart within me; 
let my soul wake up in Your light. 
Open me to Your presence;  
flood me with Your holy spirit. 
Then I will stand and sing out 
the power of Your forgiveness. 
I will teach Your love to the lonely; 
the lost will find their way home. 
Adonai, open up my lips 
and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

O God, it is not easy to pray. 
And yet I pray that these few moments 
Will somehow bring me closer to You. 

 
Please Rise 

 
Avot v'Emahot 

 Our Patriarchs and Matriarchs 
 

נוּ ינוּ וְאִמותִֵֽ ינוּ וֵאלֹהֵי אֲבותִֵֽ ה יְיָּׂ אֱלֹהִֵֽ רוּךְ אַתָּׂ  בָּׂ

ם  הָּׂ ְ ק, אֱלֹהֵי אַבְרָּׂ ,וֵאלֹהֵי יַעֲקֹב, אֱלֹהֵי יִצְחָּׂ  

ה רָּׂ ה,  אֱלֹהֵי שָּׂ חֵל, אֱלֹהֵי רִבְקָּׂ ה וֵאלֹהֵי רָּׂ ,אֱלֹהֵי לֵאָּׂ  

א  דול הַגִבור וְהַנּורָּׂ אֵל הַגָּׂ ,אֵל עֶלְיון, הָּׂ  

דִים טובִים  , וְקונֵה הַכֹל, גומֵל חֲסָּׂ  

הות בות וְאִמָּׂ ,וְזוכֵר חַסְדֵי אָּׂ  

ה  ם לְמַעַן שְמו בְאַהֲבָּׂ ה לִבְנֵי בְנֵיהֵֶ :וּמֵבִיא גְאֻלָּׂ  

גֵן יעַ וּמָּׂ לֶךְ עוזֵר וּמושִִֽ :מִֶֽ  

ה יְיָּׂ   רוּךְ אַתָּׂ ה, בָּׂ רָּׂ ם וְעֶזְרַת שָּׂ הָּׂ גֵן אַבְרָּׂ מָּׂ  

 
Barukh ata Adonai, Eloheinu veilohei avoteinu v’imoteinu 

Elohei Avraham, Elohei Yitzchak, Veilohei Ya’akov, 
Elohei Sarah, Elohei Rivkah, Elohei Leah, Veilohei Racheil, 

Ha’eil hagadol hagibor v’hanora, Eil Elyon 

Gomeil chasadim tovim, v’konei hakol,  
V’zocheir chasdei avot v’imahot, 

U’meivi g’ulah livnai v’neihem, l’ma’an shmo b’ahavah. 
Melech ozeir u’moshia u’magein: 

Barukh ata Adonai, Magein Avraham v’Ezrat Sarah. 
 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, God of our fathers and mothers, God of Abraham, God 
of Isaac, and God of Jacob.  God of Sarah, God of Rebecca, God of Rachel and God of 
Leah, the great, mighty and awesome God, transcendent God who bestows loving 
kindness, creates everything out of love, remembers the love of our fathers and mothers, 
and brings redemption to their children’s children for the sake of the Divine Name.  
Sovereign, Deliverer, Helper and Shield.  Blessed are You, Adonai, Abraham’s Shield, 
Helper of Sarah. 
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Gevurot 
 God's Power 
 

י ם אֲדֹנָּׂ ה גִבור לְעולָּׂ ,אַתָּׂ  

ה  תָּׂ יעַ , מְחַיֵה הַכֹל אִַֽ :רַב לְהושִִֽ  

שֶם וּחַ וּמורִיד הַגִֶֽ רִֽ .מַשִיב הָּׂ  

סֶדמְכַלְכֵל חַיִים  ,מְחַיֵה הַכֹל בְרַחֲמִים רַבִים, בְחִֶֽ  

,וּמַתִיר אֲסוּרִים, וְרופֵא חולִים, סומֵךְ נופְלִים   

ר  פָּׂ תו לִישֵנֵי עָּׂ ,וּמְקַיֵם אֱמוּנָּׂ  

ךְ  ומֶה לָּׂ עַל גְבוּרות וּמִי דִֽ וךָ בִַֽ מִֽ ,מִי כָּׂ  

ה  יחַ יְשוּעָּׂ לֶךְ מֵמִית וּמְחַיֶה וּמַצְמִִֽ : מִֶֽ  

ה לְהַחֲיות הַכֹלוְ  ן אַתָּׂ .נֶאֱמָּׂ  

ה יְיָּׂ   רוּךְ אַתָּׂ .מְחַיֵה הַכֹל, בָּׂ  

 
Atta Gibor l’olam Adonai 

M’cheyei hakol ata rav l’hoshiya:  
WINTER: Mashiv haruach, u’morid hagashem 

M’chalkeil chayim b’chesed, m’chayei hakol b’rachamim rabim 

Someich noflim v’rofei cholim, u’matir asurim,  
u’m’kayeim emunato lisheinei afar. 

Mi khamokha ba’al g’vurot, u’mi domeh lach,  
melech meimit u’m’chayei u’matzmiach y’shuah. 

V’ne’eman ata l’hachayot hakol.   
Barukh ata Adonai, M’chayei hakol. 

 
You are forever Mighty, Adonai; You give life to all. 

WINTER: You cause the wind to shift and rain to fall. 
You sustain the living through love, giving life to all through great compassion, 

supporting the falling, healing the sick, freeing the captive,  
keeping faith with those who sleep in the dust. 

Who is like You, Source of mighty acts?   
Who resembles You, a Sovereign who takes and gives life, 

causing deliverance to spring up and faithfully giving life to all. 
Blessed are You, Adonai, who gives life to all. 

 
K’dushah 

Sanctification 
 

דוש דוש וְשִמְךָ קָּׂ ה קָּׂ  ,אַתָּׂ
ה  לָּׂ וּךָ סִֶֽ ל יום יְהַלְלִֽ  .וּקְדושִים בְכָּׂ

ה יְיָּׂ   רוּךְ אַתָּׂ דוש, בָּׂ אֵל הַקָּׂ  הָּׂ

Atta kadosh v’shim’cha kadosh  
u’k’doshim b’chol yom y’hal’lucha selah. 

Baruch atta Adonai, haEil HaKadosh. 
 

You are holy, Your name is holy,  
and those who are holy praise Your name every day. 

Blessed are You, Adonai, the holy God. 
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Intermediate Prayers: 
 

Litany of Praise and Thanksgiving: 
 
For the days since we last met and shared our common bond of humanity, 

We thank you, God. 

 

For the heavens which declare your glory,  

and for the earth which shows your handiwork, 

We thank you, God. 

 
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 

We thank you, God. 

 
For the concern of those who call us to be good stewards of the earth, 

We thank you, God. 

 
For minds to think, hearts to love, and hands to serve, 

We thank you, God. 

 
For the brave and courageous, and all valiant seekers of truth, liberty and justice, 

We thank you, God. 

 
For this evening and your spirit which binds us together in a moment of worship, 

We thank you, God. 

 

For your blessing, which lifts us from brokenness to wholeness,  

from despair to hope, from darkness to light, and from fear to trust, 

We thank you, God. Amen and Amen. 
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Let There Be Peace on Earth 

A prayer for Peace 

The Psalmist states “Seek peace and pursue it.”  Psalm 34:15 

 Two verbs, to mean two things.  As the rabbis observe,  

“seek” peace means to make peace in our own place,  

and “pursue” it implies our obligation  

to work for peace  in every other place. 

Let us join together as one community, seeking peace within ourselves,  

and pursuing it in this community and in the world. 

We take a few moments for personal prayer. 
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Sermon: ___________________________ 

Pastor Jeffrey Neevel 

Anthem: ________________________ 

Sharing: An Offering To Come 

What Can We Do. How Can We Help? 

Mishebeirach: 
Prayer for Those In Need of Healing 
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Scriptural Reading:  Genesis 23             
 
 

Sermon: “Sarah Lived!” 

Pastor Jeffrey Neevel  

Anthem  

Sharing 
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A Prayer of Thanks 
We are each responsible for keeping America on course. 

“Are we there yet?” the children ask. 

We know the answer. 

We pursue justice. 

But we still have a way to go. 

We celebrate freedom. 

But endlessly debate what it means to be free. 

Our table is brimming. 

But not everyone receives a fair portion. 

 
We are the stewards of America, 

Her ideals and institutions, her cities and natural beauty. 

We are entrusted to understand America’s past and guide her future. 

To create an ever more just America that is secure and free, 

Abundant and caring for all her inhabitants. 

We are thankful for the freedom to worship. 

We are thankful for the freedom to speak our minds. 

We are thankful for the freedom 

To change our minds. 

We are thankful for the freedom 

To chart our lives. 

We are thankful for the freedom 

To work for a better world. 

We are thankful for the freedom 

To celebrate this day. 

In America, each of us is entitled to a place at the table. 
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A Memory of Those Who Were: 
Mourner’s Kaddish 

There are stars 

whose radiance is visible on this earth 

though they have long been extinct. 

There are people 
whose light and whose warmth continue to shine 

though they are no longer among us. 
 

These lights which shine in the dark of the night -- 
they light the way for humankind. 

Hanna Senesh 
 

When I die 
Give what’s left of me away 
To children 
And old men 
That wait to die. 
And if you need to cry, 
Cry for your brother, 
Walking the street beside you. 
And when you need me 
Put your arms around anyone 
And give to them 
What you need 
To give to me. 

 
I want to leave you something, 
Something better 
Than words 
Or sounds. 

Look for me 
In the people I’ve known 
Or loved. 
And if you cannot give me away, 
At least let me live on in your eyes 
And not in your mind. 

 
You can love me most 
By letting hands touch hands, 
By letting bodies touch bodies, 
And by letting go 
Of children 
That need to be free. 

 
Love doesn’t die. 
People do. 
So when all that’s left of me 
Is love 
Give me away. 

Merritt Malloy 
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Mourner's Kaddish 
 
א  .יִתְגַדַל וְיִתְקַדַש שְמֵהּ רַבָּׂ

א כִרְעוּתֵהּ  א דִי בְרָּׂ לְמָּׂ  וְיַמְלִיךְ מַלְכוּתֵהּ, בְעָּׂ
אֵל  ל בֵית יִשְרָּׂ  ,בְחַיֵיכון וּבְיומֵיכון וּבְחַיֵי דְכָּׂ

א וּבִזְ   לָּׂ רִיבבַעֲגָּׂ מֵן, מַן קָּׂ  . וְאִמְרוּ אָּׂ
לְמַיָּׂא לְמֵי עָּׂ לַם וּלְעָּׂ רַךְ לְעָּׂ א מְבָּׂ  .יְהֵא שְמֵהּ רַבָּׂ

ל  ר וְיִתְעַלֶה וְיִתְהַלָּׂ אַר וְיִתְרומַם וְיִתְנַשֵא וְיִתְהַדָּׂ רַךְ וְיִשְתַבַח וְיִתְפָּׂ יִתְבָּׂ
א בְרִיךְ הוּא ל בִרְ , שְמֵהּ דְקֻדְשָּׂ א מִן כָּׂ לָּׂ אלְעִֵֽ תָּׂ א וְשִירָּׂ תָּׂ  כָּׂ

א  תָּׂ א וְנֶחֱמָּׂ תָּׂ א, תֻשְבְחָּׂ לְמָּׂ ן בְעָּׂ מֵן, דַאֲמִירָּׂ  .וְאִמְרוּ אָּׂ
א מִן שְמַיָּׂא א רַבָּׂ מָּׂ אֵל, יְהֵא שְלָּׂ ל יִשְרָּׂ ינוּ וְעַל כָּׂ לִֵֽ מֵן, וְחַיִים עָּׂ  .וְאִמְרוּ אָּׂ

יו לום בִמְרומָּׂ לום, עֹשֶה שָּׂ  הוּא יַעֲשֶה שָּׂ
אֵל   ל יִשְרָּׂ ינוּ וְעַל כָּׂ לִֵֽ מֵן, עָּׂ  .וְאִמְרוּ אָּׂ

 

 
 

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’mei raba. 
B’alma di-vara chirutei v’yamlich malchutei 

B’chayeichon u’v’yomeichon u’v’chayei d’chol beit Yisrael, 

Ba’a’galah u’vizman kariv. V’imru: Amen. 
Y’hei sh’mei raba m’varach l’alam ul’almei almaya. 

Yitbarach, viyishtabach, v’yit’pa’ar, v’yitromam v’yit’nasei, 
V’yit’hadar, v’yit’aleh,, v’yit’halal, sh’mei d’kud’sha, B’rikh Hu. 

L’eilah min kol birchata v’shirata, 
Tush’bechata, v’nechemata, da’amiran b’alma. V’imru: Amen. 

Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya, v’chayim aleinu v’al kol Yisrael. V’imru: Amen. 
Oseh Shalom bimromav, hu ya’aseh shalom 

Aleinu v’al kol Yisrael. V’im’ru: Amen 

 
Let the glory of God be extolled, let God's great name be hallowed, in the world whose 
creation God willed. May God's rule soon prevail, in our own day, our own lives, and the 

life of all Israel, and let us say Amen. 

Let God's great name be blessed forever and ever. 
Let the name of the Blessed Holy One be glorified, exalted and honored, 

though God is above all the praises, songs and adorations that we can utter, 
and let us say Amen. 

For us and all Israel, may the blessing of peace 

and the promise of life come true, and let us say Amen. 
May the One who causes peace to reign in the high heavens 

let peace descend upon us, on all Israel, and all the world, 
and let us say Amen. 
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Closing Blessing 

May God bless you and safeguard you, 
may God shine in you and through you 
may God turn the Divine gaze upon you, and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 

Lyrics by Sam Glaser: 
May God watch over your soul 
May God guide every step along your way 
May you hold deep in your heart 
The love that God's giving you everyday 

 
May the light of heaven above 
Reflect in your eyes 
So you see all the wonder in the world 

 

Y'varechecha Hashem v'yishm'recha 
Ya'eyr Hashem panav eylecha v'chuneka 
Yisa Hashem panav eylecha 

V'yaseym l'cha shalom 
 

May you live all the days of your life 
Secure in the arms of the One above 
May He look upon you with favor 

Granting you whatever you're dreaming of 
 

May mountains offer a path 
When you stroll along 
Fill the valleys so you can cross with ease 

 
Y'varechecha Hashem v'yishm'recha 
Ya'eyr Hashem panav eylecha v'chuneka 
Yisa Hashem panav eylecha 
V'yaseym l'cha shalom 

Shalom, shalom, shalom 
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This service came together from many different sources. 

We appreciate this inspiration as well as those 

many people who participated in the 

musical and liturgical presentation of our celebration. 
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