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Mrs. Maccabeus  
by Ben Aronin, Congregation Anshe Emet 
(to the tune of "O Chanukah") 
 
Each Chanukah we glorify brave Judah Maccabeus 
Who had the courage to defy Antiochus, and free us, 
Yet it is not fair that we should forget 
Mrs. Maccabeus, whom we owe a debt. 
She mixed it, she fixed it 
She poured it into a bowl 
You may not guess, but it was the latkes 
That gave brave Judah a soul. 
You may not guess but it was the latkes 
That gave brave Judah a soul. 
 
The Syrians said: "It cannot be that old Mattathias 
Whose years are more than 83 will dare to defy us!" 
But they didn't know his secret, you see 
Mattathias dined on latkes and tea. 
One latke, two latkes 
And so on into the night 
You may not guess but it was the latkes 
that gave him the courage to fight. 
You may not guess but it was the latkes 
that gave him the courage to fight. 
 
Now this is how it came about this gastronomic wonder 
That broke the ranks of Syria like flaming bolts of thunder 
Mrs. Maccabeus wrote in the dough 
Portions of the Torah then fried them so. 
They shimmered, they simmered, 
Absorbing the olive oil 
You may not guess but it was the latkes 
that made the Syrians recoil. 
You may not guess but it was the latkes 
that made the Syrians recoil. 
 
Now these little latkes brown and delicious 
must have hit the spot 'cause with appetites vicious 
All the heroes downed them after their toil 
Causing in our Temple a shortage of oil 
One latke, two latkes, 
And so on into the night. 
You may not guess but it was the latkes 
that gave us the Chanukah light. 
You may not guess but it was the latkes 
that gave us the Chanukah light. 

O CHANUKAH O CHANUKAH  

English: 
 
O Chanukah O Chanukah, Come light the menorah 
Let's have a party, we'll all dance the hora  
Gather round the table, we'll give you a treat 
Dreydels to play with and latkes to eat  
 

And while we are playing, 
the candles are burning low  
One for each night, they shed a sweet light 
to remind us of days long ago (2x)  

Yiddish: 
Oy Chanukah oy Chanukah, a yontif a sheiner 
A lustiker a freylicher nito noch a zeyner  
Alle nacht in dreydlech shpiln mir 
Zudik hesse latkes essen mir  
 

Geshvinder tsindt kinder  
di Chanukah lichtelech on  
Zol yeder bazunder bazingen dem vunder  
un tantzen freylech in kohn (2x) 
 

 

 

In the Window 
In the window where you can send your glow 
From my menorah on newly fallen snow* 
I will set you, one (two, etc.) little candle (s) 
On this the first (second, etc.) night of Chanukah 

*Snow: the white, fluffy form which water and ice take when frozen in particular cold 
conditions. 



LIGHT ONE CANDLE 
Peter Yarrow 
 
Light one candle for the Maccabee children 
Give thanks that their light didn't die 
Light one candle for the pain they endured 
When their right to exist was denied 
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice 
Justice and freedom demand 
But light one candle for the wisdom to know 
When the peacemaker's time is at hand  
 
Chorus: 
Don't let the light go out! 
It's lasted for so many years! 
Don't let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears.  
 
Light one candle for the strength that we need 
To never become our own foe 
And light one candle for those who are suffering 
Pain we learned so long ago 
Light one candle for all we believe in 
That anger not tear us apart 
And light one candle to bind us together 
With peace as the song in our hearts  
 
(Chorus)  
What is the memory that's valued so highly 
That we keep it alive in that flame? 
What's the commitment to those who have died 
That we cry out they've not died in vain? 
We have come this far always believing 
That justice would somehow prevail 
This is the burden, this is the promise 
This is why we will not fail!  
 
(Chorus)  
Don't let the light go out! 
Don't let the light go out! 
Don't let the light go out! 








