Erev Shabbat Service
in honor of

MARTIN LUTHER KING
Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas
Friday, January 17, 2020

With Special Guest Speaker

Reverend Charles L. Brown, Jr.

Welcome to the Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas
for this annual and very special service in honor and memory of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dr. King taught --- and we believe -that hate will fade and hope will shine
as we grow more, and as we know more.
Education is the key to a better tomorrow.

2

Halleli
Words: Psalm 68, Music by Noam Katz

Halleli naf-shi– et Adonai (4x)
Ha-le-lu-ia, ha-le-lu-ia, ha-le-lu-ia, ha-le-li! (4x)

Praise God, oh my soul!

This is the Day
Words: Psalms 133:1, Music by Lisa Levine

This is the day that God has made
Be glad and rejoice in it! (2x)

Rejoice, rejoice in it! (3x)
Be glad and rejoice in it.

This is the day (this is the day)

Rejoice, rejoice in it! (3x)
Be glad and rejoice in it.

This is the day (this is the day)
that God has made.
Be glad and rejoice in it.

Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Halleluya,
Hallelu, Halleluya, Amen (2x)

Hinei hinei, mah-tova umah-na-im,

ָ הַנֵּ ַהֹנַה הֵּנֺה
ִ נ
ַֻ חֻהַנֻה םָהחַנֻהֶ הֶ ַה נ

She-vet achim gam yachad. (2x)
Hallelu/Hinei...

Welcome
In the storms of our lives, in wind and water and the hard work of repair,
we have known darkness and we have tasted despair.
We remember this night to be bearers of light.
In the face of hate, let us bring love.
In moments of loss, let us bring hope.
We kindle these flames to invite justice into our lives.
We light these lights to invite holiness into our hearts
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Light These Lights (Candle Blessing)
Words and Music by Debbie Friedman
We light candles
to usher in most
holidays. It is traditional to use
two candles on
Shabbat, symbolic of the two
commandments
to remember and
observe Shabbat.

Oh hear our prayer, we sing to You
Be gracious to the ones we love
And bless them with goodness and mercy and peace.
Oh hear our prayer to You.
Let us light these lights and see the way to You
A nd let us say: Amen.
Let us light these lights and see the way to You
And let us say: Amen.

Baruch Ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam,
Asher kid‟shanu b‟mitz‟votav v‟tzivanu
L‟hadlik ner shel Shabbat.
May these candles remind us
to give more help, and do no harm,
to create and not destroy,
to share light, and channel heat.
And when our Sabbath rest is done,
may we return to our work
to make this world a better place.
Holy One of Blessing, You set us a task,
and command us to kindle
the lights of Shabbat.
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“Human progress never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability. It comes through
the tireless efforts and the persistent work of dedicated individuals who are willing to
be co-workers with God. Without this hard work, time itself becomes an ally of
the insurgent and primitive forces of irrational emotionalism and social stagnation. We are always challenged to help time and to realize that the time is always
right to do right.”
-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere. Injustice to any people is a
threat to justice to all people—and I cannot stand idly by, even though I live in the
United States and even though I happen
to be an American Negro, and fail to be
concerned about what happens to my
brothers and sisters who happen to be
Jews in Soviet Russia. For what happens
to them, happens to me—and to you; and
we must be concerned.”
-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Sh’ma
The central declaration
of faith in Judaism, the
Sh’ma is a proclamation
of the unity and eternal
nature of God. There is
a tradition to cover
one’s eyes during the
recitation of this prayer,
to help with focus and
concentration.
Please Be Seated

And thou shalt love Adonai thy God with all
thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy
might. And these words which I command
you on this day shall be in thy heart. And
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children. And thou shall speak of them when
thou sittest in thy house, when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou risest up, and
when thou liest down. And thou shalt bind
them as a sign upon thy hand, and they shall
be for frontlets between thine eyes. And thou
shalt write them on the doorposts of thy
house, and upon thy gates. That ye may remember, and do all of my commandments,
and be holy unto your God.
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At the shores of the Sea,
Miriam took her timbrel in her hand,
and sang a song of praise.
With confidence and love, she led our ancestors away,
away from fear and hesitation, depair and hatred,
until all hands were joined, all voices raised in hymn and thanksgiving.
May her example lead us, too,
and may her song grow to truly be ours the song of men and women joined in understanding and respect.
The song of God’s miracles; an earth protected and cherished;
a gift for our children and the generations to come.
Miriam’s Song
Debbie Friedman

Chorus

Chorus:
And the women dancing with their timbrels
followed Miriam as she sang her song.
Sing a song to the One whom we've exalted
Miriam and the women danced
and danced the whole night long.

And Miriam the prophet took her
timbrel in her hand
And all the women followed her
just as she had planned
And Miriam raised her voice in song
s he sang with praise and might
We've just lived through a miracle
We're going to dance tonight!!

And Miriam was a weaver of unique variety
The tapestry she wove
was one which sang our history
With every strand and every thread
she crafted her delight!
A woman touched with spirit,
she dances toward the light

Chorus
Mi Kamocha B’eilim Adonai,
Mi Kamocha Ne’edar Bakodesh
Nora Tehilot Oseh Feleh...

Chorus
When Miriam stood upon the shores
and gazed across the sea
The wonder of this miracle she soon
came to believe
Whoever thought the sea would part
with an outstretched hand
And we would pass to freedom
and march to the promised land!

9

Alternative Version:
Mi Chamocha/ Wade in the Water
Chorus:
Wade in the water
Wade in the water children
Wade in the water
God’s gonna trouble the water

After freedom from slavery, our people sang these
words at the Sea of Reeds, to celebrate their freedom
(Exodus 15).
We sing these words still today
to imagine the great redemption yet to come,
a time of freedom and justice for all.
We imagine a day when the world is more perfect,
and we know it is our role to work towards that day.

Who is like You, Adonai?
Wade in the water
None is like you, none at all
God’s gonna trouble the water
Chorus

Mi chamocha ba’elim Adonai?
God’s gonna trouble the water

Ne’dar bakodesh
God’s gonna trouble the water

Nora t’hilot
God’s gonna trouble the water
Chorus
We were slaves and now we’re free
God’s gonna trouble the water
But redemption is a way of being
God’s gonna trouble the water

Adonai yimloch
God’s gonna trouble the water

L’olam, Va-ed
God’s gonna trouble the water
Chorus
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We ask God to protect us
while we sleep.
Sleep is “1/60 of death”
(Brachot 57b), our most fragile state.
Like when a sukkah [harvest hut]
shelters a field worker from the sun,
we ask God to “shelter” us at night.

Hashkiveinu/One Day mashup
Craig Taubman/Matisyahu
Hashkiveinu Adonai Eloheinu L’Shalom
V’ha’amideinu Shomreinu L’chayim.
Sometimes I lay under the moon
and thank God I'm breathing
Then I pray: “Don't take me soon
'cause I am here for a reason.”
Sometimes in my tears I drown
but I never let it get me down.
So when negativity surrounds
I know some day it'll all turn around „cause...
All my life I've been waiting for
I've been praying
for the people to say
That we don't wanna fight no more,
there‟ll be no more wars
And our children will play
One day, One day, One day Ohhhh (2x)
Hashkiveinu...

11

V’shamru
Words: Exodus 31:16-17
Music: Lisa Levine
As God, according to tradition,
rested on the seventh day, so do
we, in emulation, make our time
of Shabbat, the Sabbath, into a
day of rest, holiness, celebration
and joy.
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I say to you today that I stand by nonviolence.
I am convinced that it is the most potent weapon
available to humanity in its struggle for justice.
I am concerned about a better world.
I am concerned about brotherhood.
I am concerned about truth.
And when one is concerned about these,
one can never advocate violence.
Through violence, you may murder a murderer
but you cannot murder murder.
Through violence, you may murder a liar
but cannot establish truth.
Through violence, you may murder a hater,
but you cannot murder hate.
Darkness cannot put out darkness.
Only light can do that.
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SILENT PRAYER
O-seh sha-lom Bim-ro-mav
hu ya-aseh shalom Aleinu
V’al-kol-Yisrael, v’al kol yosh’vei Teivel
V’imru: Amen.

May the One who causes peace to reign in the heavens
make peace for us, for all Israel, and for
all the inhabitants of the world.
And let us say: Amen.

Mishebeirach (May the One Who Blessed...)
Prayer for Healing
Debbie Friedman

Mi shebeirach avoteinu
M'kor hab'racha l'imoteinu
May the source of strength,
Who blessed the ones before us,
Help us find the courage
to make our lives a blessing,
and let us say: Amen.

Mi shebeirach imoteinu
M'kor habrachah l'avoteinu
Bless those in need of healing
with r'fuah sh'leimah,
the renewal of body,
the renewal of spirit,
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The 2019 Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Awards
History and Reflection:
Dr. Stuart Wechter and Brook Robin
Recognition of Students:
Rabbi Michael Feshbach
All Saints Cathedral School
Antilles School
Charlotte Amalie High School
Gifft Hill School
Ivanna Eudora Kean High School
Seventh Day Adventist School
Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic School
VI Montessori School and Peter Gruber Int’l Academy

Josuhar Espinola
Trinity Riggle
ShaunTae Dior Richardson
Chenijah Dawson
Ki’Andre Dequan Thomas
Vernisha D. Hodge
Nichel Daniel
Gregory L. Christian

Keynote Remarks
Introduction of the speaker
Keynote Address: Reverend Charles L. Brown, Jr.
Reverend Charles L. Brown, Jr. came to the Virgin Islands in January,
2017, accepting the challenge and the call of “planting” the first African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church here in over 120 years. Founding
Pastor of Family of Faith AME Church, which currently meets in Red
Hook, he very quickly became an important voice in interfaith relations,
meaningful bridge building across faith traditions, and community outreach on the island. He is an active member of the Virgin Islands Alliance
for Consumer Justice, and a frequent contributor to the Virgin Island
Daily News. He currently is on the faculty of The Antilles School as well.
A native of Baltimore, MD, Reverend Brown studied at Howard University, Brooklyn College,
and the Princeton Theological Seminary, earning multiple degrees in communications, ministry and social work. In addition to serving as Associate Pastor at numerous AME churches
on the East Coast, he also worked as an advocate for education through Teach for America,
and has been a senior legislative aide for members of the Congressional Black Caucus, both
in the US House of Representatives and the US Senate.

Greetings and Announcements
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V’ne’emar v’haya Adonai,
L’melech Al Kol Ha’Aretz
Bayom hahu, bayom hahu,
Yihyeh Adonai Echad,
U’shmo Echad
God stretches out the heavens and establishes the earth (Isaiah 51:13). You are our God; there is
none else. In truth You alone are our Sovereign God, as it is written in the Torah: Know this day
and place it in your heart that the Eternal One is God in the heavens above and on the earth below;
there is none else (Deuteronomy 4:39). And it has been said: the Eternal One shall rule over all the
earth; On that day the Eter- nal shall be One and God’s name shall be One (Zechariah 14:9).

Mourner’s Kaddish
Those Who Sow
Debbie Friedman

HaZor’im B’dimah
B’rinah Yik’tzoru
HaZor’im B’dimah
B’rinah Yik’tzoru

Those who sow
Who sow in tears
Will reap in joy (x2)
Those who sow
Who sow in tears
Will reap, will reap in joy (x2)

We observe the Yahrzeit of the following
members and those dear to our members

21

We observe the Yahrzeit (Anniversary of the Death)
of the following Chai members or loved ones of our Chai Members

Recent Deaths
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This prayer assures mourners that death is not the end. God remains a source of strength even as we struggle through
difficult times. The Kaddish entails — it almost demands — interaction between mourners and the community, thus
reminding us not to retreat from society or turn away from others at times of emotional distress. T h e Kaddish takes
the form of a doxology, a liturgical praise of God, but its real power is simply in the mantra, the rhythm, the sound and the
flow of the words.

Let the glory of God be extolled; let God’s great name be hallowed in the world whose creation God willed. May God’s willsoon prevail in our own lives, and in the life of all Israel, and let
us say: Amen. Let God's great name be blessed forever and ever. Let the name of the Blessed Holy One be glorified, exalted
and honored, though God is above all the praises, songs and
adorations that we can utter, and let us say Amen. For us and
all Israel, may the blessing of peace and the promise of life
come true, and let us say Amen. May the One who causes peace
to reign in the high heavens let peace descend upon us, on all
Israel, and all the world, and let us say Amen. May the Source
of peace send peace to all who mourn And comfort to all those
who are bereaved. And let us say Amen
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Closing Song
We shall overcome (2x),
We shall overcome someday.
Deep in our heart, we do believe,
We shall overcome someday.

We’ll go hand in hand (2x)
We’ll go hand in hand someday.
Deep in our heart, we still believe,
We’ll go hand in hand someday.

We are not afraid (2x)
We are not afraid today.
Deep in our heart, we still believe,
We are not afraid today.

Od ya-vo sha-lom, od yavo sha-lom
Od ya-vo shalom A-lei-nu
Al-ku-lam, ani ma-a-min
She-od ya-vo-sha-lom yom yom!

Kiddush and Motzi
(Blessing Over Wine and Bread)
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Closing Songs: Alternative Options
Lift Every Voice and Sing
James Weldon Johnson
J. Rosamond Johnson
Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
let our rejoicing rise,
high as the list'ning skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea
sing a song full of faith that the dark past has tought us,
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.
Stony the road we trod,
bitter the chast'ning rod,
felt in the day that hope unborn had died;
yet with a steady beat,
have not our weary feet,
come to the place on witch our fathers sighed?
we have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the white gleam of our star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
thou who has by thy might,
led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray
lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee,
least our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee,
shadowed beneath the hand,
may we forever stand,
tru to our God,
Tru to our native land.

Valiant Virgin Islands
Gylchris Sprauve
Crown jewels of the Caribbean Sea,
With love created for you and me.
Grand majestic vistas,
Charming emerald sisters.
None can equal their beauty!
We celebrate our history,
Great men and women of dignity.
Firm determination, talent, inspiration.
Timeless is their legacy!
Refrain:
Lift your voice in thanks and praise
For momentous glorious days!
Pressing on through arduous trials
Valiant are my Virgin Isles!
I sing of Crucian royalty,
Three queens who fought for equality.

Without our sister where would we be?
St. Croix, the largest of the three.
Resistance is her truest name,
Her candor without shame
And matchless bravery!

God give us wisdom as we
Stand firm in perfect unity.
Together victory can be ours
We cannot bend to powers
That threaten liberty!

Refrain

Sing, oh sing of brilliant minds!
Fine examples of mankind!
History’s pages tell no lies,
Valiant are my Virgin Isles!

St. Thomas, Rock enduring,
Beacon bright, ensuring.
Futures filled with hope and pride!
A melting pot of peoples and languages
Cradle of advancement for all who try….
St. John in Seventeen thirty-three
Kanta, Bolombo and Aquashi;
Despite the traitors’ faithless acts
That saved their masters’ backs
For six months they were free!

With fearless hearts they dared to break apart

The hateful chains of human slavery.
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Lift your voice in thanks and praise
For momentous glorious days!
Pressing on through arduous trials
Noble are my Virgin Isles!
Determined are my Virgin Isles!
Valiant are my Virgin Isles!

About the Recipients
Alexa Commisiong has been chosen by All Saints Cathedral School as this year‟s Martin Luther King, Jr. Award recipient.

Anika Hahnfeld has been chosen by Antilles School as this year‟s Martin Luther King, Jr.
Award recipient.

Ayanna Anthony has been chosen by Charlotte Amalie High School as this year‟s Martin
Luther King, Jr. Award recipient.

Tashani Williams has been chosen by Gifft Hill School as this year‟s Martin Luther King,
Jr. Award recipient.
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Laurence Lake has been chosen by Ivanna Eudora Kean High School as this year‟s Martin Luther King, Jr. Award recipient.

Se-An Rawlins has been chosen by St. Thomas-St. John Seventh-Day Adventist School
as this year‟s Martin Luther King, Jr. Award recipient.

Brandon Boodram has been chosen by Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School as this
year‟s Martin Luther King, Jr. Award recipient.

Caroline Gaskin has been chosen by Virgin Islands Montessori

School and Peter Gruber

International Academy as this year‟s Martin Luther King, Jr. Award recipient.
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Upcoming Services, Community Programs, Learning and Events at
the Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas
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The Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas
(St. Thomas Synagogue)
Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach
Student Cantor Ella Gladstone Martin
Board Members:
Dorothy Isaacs, President
Alan Friedman, Vice-President
Lou Minion, Treasurer
Marilyn Blackhall, Lindsey Eilon, Penny Feuerzeig,
Matthew Krefetz, Liza Margolis, Donald Pomeranz,
Trudie Prior, Peter Rosen
A special thank you, on this occasion to:
Gylchris Sprauve, our accompanist,
who put extra time, spirit and energy into this service.
Luba Dolgopolsky,
our Cantorial Soloist, joining us for this service.
Talia Feshbach, our one-time Cantorial Soloist,
now away at college but home on island for this service.
Sherwin Williams,
for additional musical support
and many others who have lent their voices and spirit to this service.
Note from Rabbi Michael Feshbach:
Friends: This service is a blend of a community program which has been held, for
many years, here at the Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas, and the liturgy and
much of the music sung at a similar service at my former congregation, Temple
Shalom of Chevy Chase, MD. For the inspiration and many of the arrangements
of that liturgy, and for the energy and creativity that led to it, I am deeply grateful to
my former Cantor, Lisa Levine.
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