
Service 
of Solidarity and Support 
for Israel and the 
Jewish Community

Tuesday, October 17, 2023

Beth Israel
2501 Shore Road, 
Northfield, NJ



T’kiyah Gedolah
A long blast on

the Shofar

Welcome

Rabbi Michael Feshbach,  Beth Israel
Rachel Waldman, Executive Director, 

Jewish Federation of Atlantic and Cape May Counties
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Cantor Rhoda Harrison

led by
Rabbi Jonathan Kremer,
Shirat Hayam, Ventnor

led by Cantor Rhoda Harrison, Beth Israel

Led by members of the South Jersey Board of Rabbis and Cantors

“And when

 you battle in your land against a foe who attacks you, you are to blow a long blast with the trumpets.” 

Many thanks to the City of
Northfield and its Police
Department, who, along with
other security personnel,
allow us to safely come
together on this occasion.
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led by Cantor
Jacqueline Menaker,
Reform Spiritual Leader,
Shirat Hayam,
Ventnor



Prayer 
for
the
State
of 
Israel
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led by Cantor
Harvey Wolbransky,
Shirat Hayam, Ventnor
and Cantor Ralph Goren
Beth El, Margate

English led by
Rabbi Aaron Krauss,
Beth El, Margate



Words of Consolation, Comfort and Community

Public Servants, Community Leaders,
Clergy and other Faith Tradition Representatives

Subject to change; speakers list as of the time this service was printed

Religious Leaders and Faith Communities:

Rabbi Abby Michaleski,  Rabbi, Beth Israel Vineland
and Cantor Jacqueline Menaker, Reform Spiritual Leader,  Shirat Hayam, Ventnor

President and Treasurer of the South Jersey Board of Rabbis and Cantors

Samantha Bell, President, 
Hillel Jewish Students Association, Stockton University

The Honorable Kaleem Shabazz,
Atlantic City Councilman, NAACP Chapter President,  Faith Leader

Reverend Victoria Ney,
Pastor, Margate Community Church

Presiding Elder Gregory Nelson, 
African Methodist Episcopal Church

Reverend James Barclay,
Secretary, Fellowship of Churches of Atlantic City

Bishop R. Fulton Hargrove,
President, Fellowship of Churches of Atlantic City and Vicinity

Reverend Dr. Thelma Witherspoon,
Pastor, Westminster Christian Worship Center, Atlantic City

Reverend Collins A. Days,
Pastor, Second Baptist Church, Atlantic City
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Mental Health Perspectives:

Valerie Braunstein, Therapist, 
Jewish Family Service of Atlantic and Cape May Counties

Civic Officials and Public Servants:

Statement from Senator Cory Booker,
read by Adrienne Epstein, Executive Director,

Beron Jewish Older Adult Services

Erland Chau,
Mayor, City of Northfield

Commissioner Caren L. Fitzpatrick,
Atlantic County Board of Commissioners

Other Messages

Recognition of Those Present
Who Have Come in Support

Reflection:

Rabbi David M. Weis, 
Rabbi Emeritus, Beth Israel, Northfield, NJ
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led by Cantor
Rhoda Harrison



A Prayer for Healing
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Led by Cantor 
Harvey Wolbransky
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Opening lines of
Hebrew led by
Rabbi Michael Feshbach,
English led by
Marg Rosenblatt,
Chief Executive Officer,
Milton & Betty Katz
Jewish Community
Center, Margate, NJ
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Led by
Cantor Rhoda Harrison
and Rabbi Gordon Geller,
Reform Rabbi Emeritus, 
Shirat Hayam, Ventnor

We ask those who are able to do so
to please rise at this time
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A prayer in
Aramaic, not
Hebrew.  
Originally
composed as a
doxology, a praise
of God, the
Kaddish has come
to be known as
the 
characteristic
Jewish prayer of
mourning, and the
obligation to
recite this prayer
for family
members is the  
traditional way of
remembering
loved ones whom
we have lost.

It is almost never
translated out
loud, because the
power of this
prayer is in the
rhythm and sound
of the words, not
their cognitive
meaning.



“HaTikvah” means
“The Hope”
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Statement from
Senator Cory A. Booker

For the Jewish Community
and the Jewish Federation

of Atlantic and Cape May Counties

October 16, 2023

The past few days have filled us with anguish and heartbreak. I was in
Israel when the horrific attacks carried out by Hamas started. My team
and I are safe, but I’m shaken, angered, and heartbroken by the rising toll
of deaths and number of civilians being held hostage, including
American citizens.

I stand with the people of Israel and the families of those who have lost
loved ones.

I’m committed to doing all I can to support the people of Israel who are
facing unimaginable pain, innocent Palestinian civilians who are also
victims of violence, and American families who have lost or are missing
loved ones.
 
We also cannot ignore the rise in antisemitism or threats to American
religious communities, and we must take extra precaution here at home
to ensure their safety and security. I’m committed to protecting our
places of worship in New Jersey. In my time in the U.S. Senate, I’ve been
proud to work with places of worship and organizations across the state
to deliver federal funding that will strengthen security and protect our
communities.
 
In moments like this, we come together in affirmation of the truth that
our lives are interdependent. I have faith that our common humanity
and yearning for a just peace will triumph over the forces of violence
and division.
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