Israel 101:
People and Politics,

Land and Culture

Tentative Topics

3/17: Introduction and Discussion; Expectations and Revelations


Lay of the Land: The Geography of Israel

3/24: Past as Prelude: History and Historiography; the Bible and Archeology


Did it happen that way and does it matter?

4/7: Israel and Zionism: The Roots of the Modern State


Parties and Politics (How the Israeli government works);

Security and Society (Current Challenges)

4/14: Unity and Diversity: An Introduction to Israeli Culture


(Ashkenazim and Sephardim, Secular and Religious, Russians and Ethiopians,


Arabs and Religious Minorities)

4/21: Sights and Sounds: Music and Poetry, Food and Festivals
