Israel at a Crossroad:
How the Israeli Government Works

Resource Sheet

The Knesset (כנסת, Hebrew for "assembly") is the legislature of Israel. It is located in Jerusalem, its capital.  The legislative branch of the Israeli government, the Knesset enacts laws, elects the prime minister (although ceremonially appointed by the President), supervises the work of the government, reserves the power to remove the President of the State and the State Comptroller from office and to dissolve itself and call new elections.

The Knesset first convened on February 14, 1949. Every 4 years (or less if early elections are held, as is often the case), 120 members of the Knesset (MK) are elected by Israeli citizens who must be 18 years old to vote. The Government of Israel must be approved by a majority vote of the Knesset.

The Knesset has de jure parliamentary supremacy and can pass any laws by a simple majority, even those that conflict with the Basic Laws of Israel, as it is also a Constituent Assembly. Nonetheless, the Knesset's right to function effectively has been greatly curtailed due to the inherent flaws of the low threshold party list proportional representation that usually results in a fractious government dependent on unstable coalitions. 






From the online encyclopedia “Wikipedia”

Central points about the Israeli Government:

Models of democracy: European vrs. American
Differences: France, Germany, Britain
Unicameral chamber; executive emerges from the legislature
Party-based voting; national slate (not district based);
120 seats; 61 as “the magic number”
no party has ever “won” an election.


Composition of the 1st Knesset (elected 1949)
Mapai 46
Mapam 19 
United Religious Front 16 
Herut Movement 14 
General Zionists 7
Progressive Party 5
Sephardim and the Edot of the Mizrah 4
Maki 4
Democratic List of Nazareth (Arab party assoc. with Mapai) 2
Fighters List 1
WIZO 1
Yemenite Association 1
Composition of the 2nd Knesset (elected 1951)
Mapai 45 
General Zionists 20 
Mapam* 15 
Hapo'el Hamizrahi 8 
Herut Movement 8 
Maki 5 
Progressive Party 4 
Democratic List for Israeli Arabs** 3 
Agudat Yisrael 3 
Spharadim and Edot Mizrah 2 
Po'alei Agudat Yisrael 2 
Hamizrahi 2 
Kidmah Va'avodah** 1 
Yemenite Association 1 
Hakla`ut Ufituah** 1

*Mapam and Ahdut Ha'avodah-Po'alei Zion split in the course of the term, but the Knesset Parliamentary Group remained united.

**Minority lists associated with Mapai
Composition of the 3rd Knesset (elected 1955) 

Mapai 40 
Herut Movement 15 
General Zionists 13 
United Religious Front 11 
Ahdut Ha'avodah 10 
Mapam 9 
Religious Torah Front 6 
Maki 6 
Progressive Party 5 
Democratic List for Israeli Arabs* 2 
Progress and Work (Kidmah Va'avodah)* 2 
Hakla`ut Ufituah (Agriculture and Development)* 1 

*Minority lists associated with Mapai
Composition of the 4th Knesset (elected 1959)
Mapai 47 
Herut Movement 17 
National Religious Party 12 
Mapam 9 
General Zionists 8 
Ahdut Ha'avodah 7 
Religious Torah Front 6 
Progressive Party 6 
Maki 3 
Progress and Work (Kidmah Ufituah)* 2 
Shituf Ve`ahvah* 2 
Hakla`ut Ufituah (Agriculture and Development)* 1

Composition of the 5th Knesset (elected 1961)
Mapai 42 
Herut Movement 17 
Liberals (General Zionists and Progressive party) 17
National Religious Party 12
Mapam 9 
Ahdut Ha'avodah 8 
Maki 5 
Agudat Yisrael 4 
Po'alei Agudat Yisrael 2 
Shituf Ve`ahvah* 2 
Kidmah Ufituah* 2

Composition of the 6th Knesset (elected 1965) 

Labour Alignment (Mapai and Ahdut Ha'avodah) 45 
Gahal (Herut Movement and Liberals) 26
National Religious Party 11 
Rafi (split from Mapai) 10 
Mapam 8 Independent Liberals (split from Liberals) 5 
Agudat Yisrael 4 
Rakah (split from Maki) 3 
Kidmah Ufituah* 2 
Po'alei Agudat Yisrael 2 
Shituf Ve`ahvah* 2 
Ha'olam Hazeh-Koah Hadash 1 
Maki 1 


Composition of the 7th Knesset (elected 1969) 

Labour Alignment (includes Mapam and Rafi) 56 
Gahal 26 
National Religious Party 12 
Agudat Yisrael 4 
Independent Liberals 4 
State List (split from Rafi) 3 
Rakah 3 
Kidmah Ufituah* 2 
Po'alei Agudat Yisrael 2 
Shituf Ve`ahvah* 2 
Ha'olam Hazeh-Koah Hadash 2 
Hamerkaz Hahofshi (split from Gahal) 2 
Maki 1 

Composition of the 8th Knesset (elected 1974)
 
Labor Alignment 51 
Likud 39 
National Religious Party 10 
United Torah Front 5 
Independent Liberals 4 
Rakah 4 
Civil Rights Movement (Ratz) 3 
Kidma Vepituah 2 
Moked 1 
Arab List 1 

Composition of the 9th Knesset (elected 1977) 

Likud 43 
Labor Alignment 32 
DASH 15 
National Religious Party 12 
Hadash (includes Rakah) 5 
United Torah Front 5 
Agudat Yisrael 4 
Plato Sharon 1 
Shlomtzion 2 
Shelli 2 
United Arab List* 1 
Po'alei Agudat Yisrael 1 
Ratz 1 
Independent Liberals 1 

Composition of the 10th Knesset (elected 1981) 

Likud 48 
Labor Alignment 47 
National Religious Party 6 
Agudat Yisrael 4 
Hadash 4 
Tami 3 
Tehiya (split from Likud) 3 
Telem 2 
Shinui (split from Dash) 2 
Ratz 1 

Composition of the 11th Knesset (elected 1984)
Labor Alignment 44
Likud 41 
Tehiya-Tsomet 5 
National Religious Party 4 
Hadash 4
 Shas 4
Shinui 3 
Ratz 3 
Yachad (centrist party)* 3  
Progressive List for Peace 2 
Agudat Yisrael 2 
Morasha-Po'aeli Agudat Yisrael 2 
Tami 1 
Kach 1 
Ometz 1

Composition of the 12th Knesset (elected 1988) 

Likud 40 
Labor Alignment 39
 Shas 6
 Agudat Yisrael 5 
Ratz 5 
National Religious Party 4 
Hadash 4 
Tehiya 3 
Mapam (having left the Labor Alignment) 3 
Tsomet 2 
Moledet 2 
Shinui 2 
Degel Hatorah 2 
Progressive List for Peace 1 
Arab Democratic Party 1 

Composition of the 13th Knesset (elected 1992)

Labor 44 
Likud 32 
Meretz (includes Mapam, Shinui and Ratz) 12 
Tsomet 8 
National Religious Party 6 
Shas 6 
Yahadut Hatorah 4 
Hadash 3 
Moledet 3 
Arab Democratic Party 2
Composition of the 14th Knesset (elected 1996) 

Labor 34 
Likud-Gesher-Tsomet 32 
Shas 10 
National Religious Party 9 
Meretz 9
 Yisrael Ba`aliyah 7
 Hadash 5 
Yahadut Hatorah 4 
The Third Way 4 
United Arab List 4 
Moledet 2 
Composition of the 15th Knesset (elected 1999) 

One Israel (Labor) 26 
Likud 19 
Shas 17 
Meretz 10 
Yisrael Ba`aliyah 6 
Shinui 6 
The Center Party 6 
National Religious Party 5 
United Torah Judaism 5 
United Arab List 5 
National Union 4 
Hadash 3 
Yisrael Beiteinu 4 
National Democratic Alliance (Balad) 2 
One Nation - for Israeli Workers and Pensioners (Am Ekhad) 2 
Composition of the 16th Knesset (elected 2003)
	Summary of the 28 January 2003 Israeli Knesset Israeli election results

	Party
	Ideology
	Votes
	%
	Seats

	Likud ליכוד ("Consolidation")
	Conservatism
	925,279
	29.39%
	38

	Labour העבודה (Ha-Avoda)
	Social Democracy
	455,183
	14.46%
	19

	Shinui שינוי ("Change")
	Liberalism
	386,535
	12.28%
	15

	Mifleget Ha-Sfaradim Shomrei Torah מפלגת הספרדים שומרי תורה ("Sephardi Religious Party", "Shas")
	Jewish/Sectarian Democracy
	258,879
	8.22%
	11

	National Union האיחוד הלאומי (Ha-Ihud Ha-Leumi) 
· Moledet מולדת ("Homeland") 

· Tkuma תקומה ("Revival") 

· Yisrael Beytenu ישראל ביתנו ("Our Home Israel") 
	Right-wing
	173,973
	5.52%
	7

	Meretz מרצ ("Vigor")
	"Left"/Zionist
	164,122
	5.21%
	6

	National Religious Party מפלגה דתית לאומית-מפד"ל (Miflaga Datit Le'umit or Mafdal)
	Sectarian Zionism
	132,370
	4.20%
	6

	United Torah Judaism יהדות התורה (Yahadut Ha-Torah also Achdut HaTorah HaMeuchedet) 

· Agudat Israel אגודת ישראל ("Union of Israel") 

· Degel HaTorah דגל התורה ("Banner [of] the Torah") 
	Union of Religious Factions
	135,087
	4.29%
	5

	Ha-Chazit Ha-Demokratit le-Shalom ule-shivyon החזית הדמוקרטית לשלום ולשוויון ("Democratic Front for Peace and Equality")
	Left-wing/Anti-zionist
	93,819
	2.98%
	3

	Am Ehad עם אחד ("One Nation")
	Socialism
	86,808
	2.76%
	3

	Brit Leumit Demokratit ברית לאומית דמוקרטית al-Tajamu' al-Watani al-Dimuqrati) ("National Democratic League")
	Arab/Secular Democratic
	71,299
	2.26%
	3

	Israel Ba-Aliya ישראל בעלייה
	immigration/Secular Democratic
	67,719
	2.15%
	2

	United Arab List רשימה ערבית מאוחדת-רע"ם (Reshima Aravit Me'uchedet or Ra'am)
	Israeli Arab
	65,551
	2.08%
	2

	Others
	N/A
	128,740
	4.09%
	0

	Total
	
	3,145,364
	100%
	120


In November 2005, Amir Peretz was elected as leader of the Labour Party and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon established the centrist Kadima Party, which quickly drew support from moderate MKs across the Knesset. These events resulted in drastic upheaval in the composition of the Knesset, which, in January, 2006, consisted of:  Likud 27 Labor 21 Kadima (split from Likud) 14 Shinui 14 Shas 11 National Union 7 Meretz 6 National Religious Party 4 Agudat Israel 3 Hadash 3 Balad 3 United Arab List 2 Degel HaTorah 2 Renewed Religious National Zionism (split from National Religious Party) 2 Tzalash (Yosef Paritzki, split from Shinui) 1 

Composition of the 17th Knesset (elected 2006)

Kadima 29
Labor 19
Shas 12
Likud 12
Yisrael Beytenu 11
National Union/National Religious Party* 9
Gil 7
United Torah Judaism** 6
Meretz-Yachad 5
United Arab List 4
Hadash 3
Balad 3

*The National Union and National Religious parties
submitted a single list for this election, and may be considered as one party.

**In similar fashion, Agudat Israel and Degel HaTorah 
submitted a single list under the banner of United Torah Judaism.

Kadima, Labor, Shas, Gil and Yisrael Beiteinu, in bold, together form the governing coalition with 78 of the 120 seats. This government took office on October 30, 2006.
	Summary of the 28 March 2006 Knesset of Israel election results

	Parties
	Votes
	%
	Seats
	+/-

	Kadima 1
	690,901
	22.02%
	29
	new

	Labour-Meimad 2
	472,366
	15.06%
	19
	-2

	Shas
	299,054
	9.53%
	12
	+1

	Likud 3
	281,996
	8.989%
	12
	-15

	Israel Beytenu 4
	281,880
	8.985%
	11
	+8

	National Union - National Religious Party 5 

· National Union 

· Moledet 

· Tkuma 

· Renewed Religious National Zionist party 

· National Religious Party 
	224,083
	7.14%
	9
	-1

	Gil
	185,759
	5.92%
	7
	new

	United Torah Judaism 

· Agudat Israel 

· Degel HaTorah 
	147,091
	4.69%
	6
	+1

	Meretz-Yachad
	118,302
	3.77%
	5
	-1

	Ra'am-Ta'al
	94,786
	3.02%
	4
	+2

	Hadash
	86,092
	2.74%
	3
	0

	Balad
	72,066
	2.30%
	3
	0

	Green Party
	47,595
	1.52%
	0
	0

	Ale Yarok
	40,353
	1.29%
	0
	0

	Jewish National Front
	24,824
	0.79%
	0
	0

	Tafnit
	18,753
	0.60%
	0
	0

	Hetz 6
	10,113
	0.33%
	0
	new

	Shinui 7
	4,675
	0.16%
	0
	-15

	Other parties
	36,375
	1.16%
	0
	0

	Total
	3,137,064
	100%
	120
	 

	Eligible voters: 5,014,622
Total votes cast: 3,186,739 (Turnout 63.6%)
Spoiled ballots: 49,675 (1.56% of votes cast)
Valid ballots: 3,137,064
Threshold (2%): 62,741
Votes per seat: 24,620

	1 14 Knesset members joined Kadima in November 2005, 13 of them from Likud.
2 One Nation (3 Knesset members) merged with Labour (19 Knesset members) in 2004.
3 Israel Ba-Aliya (2 Knesset members) merged with Likud (38 Knesset members) in 2003, 13 MKs split and joined Kadima in 2005.
4 Israel Beytenu (3 Knesset members) split from the National Union (7 Knesset members) in 2003.
5 National Religious Party (6 Knesset members) joined the National Union (4 Knesset members after the split 4) prior to the election.
6 9 Knesset members split from Shinui and joined Hetz prior to the elections.
7 Only 2 Knesset members were left from the original faction after the split6 prior to the elections.


The Past Knesset (based on elections in February 2009):
The composition of the current Knesset was determined by the elections in February 2009.  At present there are 18 parties represented in the Knesset on 12 lists (some parties run on joint lists).  Although it has not happened yet, in every previous Knesset (except for the third) there were splits of parties after elections had taken place, leading to several MK’s serving as independents. 

The parties in the current Knesset are shown in the table below:
	Party
	Seats

	Kadima
	28

	Likud
	27

	Yisrael Beiteinu
	15

	Labor
	13

	Shas
	11

	United Torah Judaism*
	5

	National Union**
	4

	Hadash
	4

	United Arab List-Ta'al
	4

	The Jewish Home
	3

	New Movement-Meretz
	3

	Balad
	3

	Total
	120


* United Torah Judaism is an alliance of Agudat Israel and Degel HaTorah.

** The National Union is an alliance of Eretz Yisrael Shelanu, Hatikva, Moledet and Tkuma.

Summary: February 2009 elections
The Knesset was reconstituted following elections in February 2009, which resulted 28 seats for Kadima, 27 for Likud, 15 for Yisrael Beiteinu, 13 for Labor, 12 for three small religious parties (5 for United Torah Judaism, 4 for National Union and 3 for Jewish Home), 11 for Shas, 7 for two Arab parties (4 for Ta'al, 3 for Balad), 4 for the non-Zionist Hadash, and 3 for the left-wing Jewish party Meretz.

The most recent elections (January 2013):

	Party
	Votes
	%
	Seats
	+/–

	Likud Yisrael Beiteinu
	885,054
	23.34
	31
	–11

	Yesh Atid
	543,458
	14.33
	19
	New

	Labor Party
	432,118
	11.39
	15
	+7

	The Jewish Home
	345,985
	9.12
	12
	+9

	Shas
	331,868
	8.75
	11
	+1

	United Torah Judaism
	195,892
	5.16
	7
	+2

	Hatnuah
	189,167
	4.99
	6
	New

	Meretz
	172,403
	4.55
	6
	+3

	United Arab List
	138,450
	3.65
	4
	0

	Hadash
	113,439
	2.99
	4
	0

	Balad
	97,030
	2.56
	3
	0

	Kadima
	79,081
	2.09
	2
	–26

	Otzma LeYisrael
	66,775
	1.76
	0
	New

	Am Shalem
	45,690
	1.20
	0
	–1

	Ale Yarok
	43,734
	1.15
	0
	0

	Eretz Hadasha
	28,080
	0.74
	0
	New

	Koah Lehashpi'a
	28,049
	0.74
	0
	0

	HaYisraelim
	18,941
	0.50
	0
	0

	The Greens and the Youth
	8,117
	0.21
	0
	0

	Dor
	5,975
	0.16
	0
	0

	Living with Dignity
	3,640
	0.10
	0
	New

	Da'am Workers Party
	3,546
	0.09
	0
	0

	We are Brothers
	2,899
	0.08
	0
	New

	Social Justice
	2,877
	0.08
	0
	New

	We are all Friends
	2,176
	0.06
	0
	New

	Pirate Party
	2,076
	0.05
	0
	New

	Economics Party
	1,972
	0.05
	0
	New

	Leader
	1,352
	0.04
	0
	0

	Or
	1,027
	0.03
	0
	0

	Brit Olam
	761
	0.02
	0
	0

	Hope for Change
	649
	0.02
	0
	New

	Moreshet Avot
	461
	0.01
	0
	New

	Invalid/blank votes
	40,904
	–
	–
	–

	Total
	3,833,646
	100
	120
	

	
	
	
	
	

	After the election, Netanyahu, the previous prime minister and leader of the largest bloc, announced that he wished to form "as broad a coalition as possible" and that he was willing to work with Yesh Atid. Labour chairwomen Shelly Yachimovich said she had made contacts with the aim of forming a centre-left coalition excluding Likud-Yisrael Beitenu. Lapid, leader of Yesh Atid, announced that he would not join a coalition aimed at preventing Netanyahu from forming a new government. He also said that he would only join a government committed to reviving the peace process and to reforming the Tal Law.


In consultation meetings with President Shimon Peres, six parties representing 82 MKs (Likud-Yisrael Beiteinu, Yesh Atid, the Jewish Home, Shas, United Torah Judaism and Kadima) recommended that Netanyahu be asked to form a government, whilst the Labor Party, Hatnuah, Meretz, Hadash, and the two Arab parties (38 MKs) did not recommend anyone.[135] On 2 February, Peres formally tasked Netanyahu with forming a government.[136]
On 19 February Netanyahu reached a coalition deal with Tzipi Livni, in which Hatnuah agreed to join the coalition and Livni would be named as Justice Minister, placing her in charge of negotiations with the Palestinians. This was Netanyahu's first coalition deal. Likud-Beiteinu and Hatnuah together controlled 37 seats, 24 short of the 61 needed to form a government.[137] The Jewish Home issued a statement criticizing the coalition and saying that Livni's inclusion made the Bennett-led party less likely to join.[138]
Yesh Atid and The Jewish Home announced a pact that neither would join the government without the other. This prevented Netanyahu from forming a coalition with only one of those parties along with the Haredi parties (Shas and United Torah Judaism), though Yesh Atid's Lapid was quoted as saying he would not join a government with the Haredim[139] and such a scenario was considered unlikely given Yesh Atids's platform of ending Haredi exemptions from military service and personal animosities between the parties' leaders.[140] On 25 February Likud announced that it had invited Yesh Atid and The Jewish Home to join the government.[139] Netanyahu needed the support of both parties to have enough support to form a government.

By 5 March Shas and United Torah Judaism had reportedly been informed they would not be joining the government. Yesh Atid began demanding more policy changes for the next government: public transportation on the Sabbath, an easier process for conversion to Judaism, and changes to the Chief Rabbinate. 
A coalition of Likud-Yisrael Beiteinu, Yesh Atid, the Jewish Home and Hatnuah was announced on 14 March 2013.[142] This coalition won a vote of confidence in the Knesset on 18 March and was sworn in later that day.

Additional Background Information on the 2013 Elections

Other parties
· Ale Yarok-Liberal List - merged with the Liberal list (הרשימה הליברלית). The party has never passed the threshold and in the 18th elections won only 13 thousand votes.

· Da'am Workers Party - a Left Party which was active in the 2011 Israeli social justice protests. The head of the party is the Israeli Arab journalist Asma Agbarieh who is the only Israeli Arab woman to ever head a political party. The party has been running since the 2001 Israeli legislative election, but has failed so far in passing the threshold.

· Dor – The new Pensioners party – the Gil party, which was one of the big successful parties in the 2006 Israeli legislative election and vanished from Israeli politics following its system failure in the 2009 Israeli legislative election, announced that it intends to run once again with the chairman Rafi Eitan under the new name "Dor – The new Pensioners party" (דור - מפלגת הגמלאים החדשה).[118]
· The Economics Party – In May 2012, a new party called The Economics Party was formed in Israel by Danny and Benny Goldstein, two mattress dealers originally from Maine. The party focuses on peace between Israel and its Arab and Palestinian neighbors, which its platform states can be attained through joint business ventures such as shopping malls on Israel's borders with its neighbors; these businesses would be open to customers of both nationalities.[119] The party has been described as being influenced by American ideas. Yossi Bublil, a top contestant on the Israeli Big Brother television program, was third on the party's list behind the Goldstein brothers.[120] However Bublil subsequently resigned from the party because he insisted on getting the number 2 spot.[121] He was replaced by children's entertainer and clown Yuval Hamevulbal.[122] Aspiring Israeli pollster Yair Michaeli has said that he believes Calcala has "a fighting chance" of getting into the Knesset, although it will be an uphill battle.[123] The party will be headed by Yulia Shamalov-Berkovich.[124]
· Eretz Hadasha ("New Land") – a new left-center party established by the film director Rani Blair and the attorney Eldad Yaniv, who headed the Israeli political movement The National Left. As part of the party's election online campaign it published various provocative online videos about the alleged conduct of the current government officials.[125]
· Kulanu Chaveirim – In October 2012, a new party called Kulanu Chaveirim ("We are all friends") was formed. The party is represented by members of the Na Nach Hasidic group, followers of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov, who are known for driving around Israel in colorful vans, blasting music, dancing in the streets, and selling the books of Rebbe Nachman and of Rabbi Yisroel Ber Odesser. The party's stated objectives are faith, trust, joy and unity amongst Jews. Sharon Kanaffo, one of the party's founders, said, "We believe the Israeli people love Rebbe Nachman of Breslov... we would love to have experts in security or economy join us, but only if they have good intentions and no secret agenda. The point is to make what we do all throughout the year on a larger scale... we want to have a positive impact on people's lives". Asked about the party's agenda, Kanaffo said, "Our list for the Knesset is full of people who only want to do good and help others... though we haven't thought of any specific law we would like to put forward yet".[126]
· Netzah – Followers of Lithuanian Haredi rabbi Shmuel Auerbach launched a new party, called Netzah, that plans to run for the Knesset. Haaretz described this party as part of a general trend toward fragmentation of Haredi politics as a result of divisions between so-called "New Haredim" and the more traditionally minded factions.[127]
· The People's Party (מפלגת העם) – reunited prior to the 2009 election with the some of the politicians who left the Ale Yarok party and ran then under the name "Holocaust Survivors and Grown-Up Green Leaf Party" (ניצולי השואה עם בוגרי עלה ירוק). In these elections, the party intends to run independently together with some of the main activists from the 2011 Israeli social justice protests.

· Pirate Party – In July 2012, an Israeli chapter of the Pirate Party applied to be officially recognized as a political party in time for the next Knesset election. The Pirate Party says it supports "the freedom to share and copy" and "the pirating sector".[128]
· Additional parties running in the 19th Israeli legislative election include: Ahim Anahnu ("We are brothers"), Brit Olam LeGe'ulat Yisrael ("Covenant for the Redemption of Israel"), Haim BeKavod ("Living with Dignity"), HaTikva LeShinui ("The Hope for Change"), HaYisraelim, Koah Lehashpi'a, Or, Progressive Liberal-Democratic, Moreshet Avot, Atid Ehad, Tzedek Hevrati, The Green and Young for a Green Future in Israel.

Procedures
Elections to the Knesset allocate 120 seats by party-list proportional representation. The election threshold for the 2006 election was set at 2% (up from 1.5% in previous elections), which is a little over two seats.

After official results are published, the President delegates the task of forming a government to the member of Knesset with the best chance of assembling a majority coalition (usually the leader of the largest party). That member has up to 42 days to negotiate with the different parties, and then present his or her government to the Knesset for a vote of confidence. Once the government is approved (by a vote of at least 61 members), he or she becomes Prime Minister.

Parties








Ballot papers

Background Information on Pivotal Past Elections
Factional and Government Make-Up of the Seventh Knesset 

Elected on 28 October, 1969 
Speaker: Re'uven Barkat (died on 5.7.72), Yisrael Yeshayahu-Sharabi; 
Deputy Speakers: Mordechai Bibi, Mordechai Zar, Yitzhak Navon, Tova Sanhedrai, Zvi Zimmerman; 
Secretary General: Haim Li`or (until 30.4.72), Netan'el Lorch. 

	Name of List 
	Votes in Percentage 
	Number of Seats 
	Number of Seats Before Next Elections 

	Alignment 1
	46.2
	56
	57

	Gahal
	21.7
	26
	26

	National Religious Party 2
	9.7
	12
	11

	Agudat Yisrael
	3.2
	4
	4

	Independent Liberals
	3.2
	4
	4

	National List 1
	3.1
	4
	3

	Rakah
	2.8
	3
	3

	Kidma Vepituah 3
	2.1
	2
	2

	Po'alei Agudat Yisrael
	1.9
	2
	2

	Shituf Ve-ahva 3
	1.4
	2
	2

	Ha-olam Hazeh - Koah Hadash 4
	1.2
	2
	0

	Free Center
	1.2
	2
	2

	Maki 5
	1.1
	1
	1

	Single MK - Avner Hai Shaki
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Shalom Cohen 
	-
	0
	1

	1 One member moved from the National List to the Alignment. 
2 MK Avner-Hai Shaki left and remained a single MK. 
3 Arab minorities lists associated with the Alignment. 
4 Changed its name to "Meri". MK Shalom Cohen split off and remained a single MK. 
5 Changed its name to "Moked". 


The fifteenth government was formed by Golda Meir, on 15 December, 1969. 
The coalition members were: as in the fourteenth government. The number of ministers in the National Unity Government - 24. Gahal resigned on 6 August, 1970, against the background of the Governments agreement to accept the Rogers Plan (the peace initiatve of the US Secretary of State), and the number of ministers went down to 22.
Factional and Government Make-Up of the Ninth Knesset 

Elected on 17 May, 1977. 
Speaker: Yitzhak Shamir (until 10.3.80), Yitzhak Berman; 
Deputy Speakers: Yehuda Meir Abramovitz, Shoshana Arbeli Almoslino,Haike Grossman, Binyamin Halevy, Moshe L. Merom, Pinhas Scheinman; 
Secretary General: Netan'el Lorch. 

	Name of List 
	Votes in Percentage 
	Number of Seats 
	Number of Seats Before Next Elections 

	Likud 1
	33.4
	43
	40

	Alignment 2
	24.6
	32
	33

	Democratic Movement for Change 3
	11.6
	15
	0

	National Religious Party
	9.2
	12
	12

	Hadash
	4.6
	5
	5

	Agudat Yisrael
	3.3
	4
	4

	Platto-Sharon 4
	2.0
	1
	1

	Shlomtzion 1
	1.9
	2
	0

	Mahaneh Sheli (Left Camp)
	1.6
	2
	1

	United Arab List 5
	1.4
	1
	1

	Po'alei Agudat Yisrael
	1.3
	1
	1

	Ratz
	1.2
	1
	1

	Independent Liberals
	1.2
	1
	1

	Shinui
	-
	0
	5

	Movement for National Renewal 6
	-
	0
	4

	Tehiya-Bnai 1
	-
	0
	2

	Unity Party 7
	-
	0
	2

	Ahva
	-
	0
	1

	One Israel (1) 8
	-
	0
	1

	Ya'ad
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Yossef Tamir
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Yigael Yadin
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Benjamin Halevy
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Shmuel Tamir
	-
	0
	1

	1 Shlomtzion joined the Likud, Tehiya-Bnai split off of the Likud; two members moved from the Likud to the Movement for National Renewal, one left and formed One Israel (1), MK Benjamin Halevi left to become a single MK, and one member joined Likud from the Democratic Movement for Change. 
2 One member moved from the Alignment to the Movement for National Renewal, two members moved to the Alignment from the Democratic Movement for Change. 
3 Democratic Movement for Change completely disbanded: 5 members founded Shinui; 2 joined the Alignment; one joined the Likud, one founded Ya'ad, one founded Ahva, one joined the Unity Party, one joined the Movement for National Renewal, and three remained single MKs. 
4 Changed its name to "Pituah Veshalom" 
5 Arab minorities lists associated with the Alignment. 
6 This parliamentary group consisted of 2 members who left the Likud, one who left the Alignment, and one who left the Democratic Movement for Change. 
7 One Israel (1) was founded by one of the members of Shlomtzion who had joined the Likud and then left it. 
8The Unity Party was made up of one member who left the Democratic Movement for Change and one who left Mahaneh Sheli (Left Camp). 


The eighteenth government was formed by Menachem Begin, on 20 June, 1977. 
The coalition members were: the Likud (including Shlomzion), the National Religious Party, Agudat Yisrael, an Independent member (Moshe Dayan), the Democratic Movement for Change (joined the government on 24.10.77). The number of ministers when the government was first formed - 13, and after the DMC joined - 19. The numer of MKs who supported the government when it was first formed - 61, and after the DMC joined - 76. (After the DMC fell apart, most of its members went into opposition). 

Factional and Government Make-Up of the Thirteenth Knesset 

Elected on 23 June, 1992. 
Speaker: Shevah Weiss; 
Deputy Speakers: Rafael Edri, Ovadia Eli, Hana Haddad (as of 12 December, 1995), Anath Ma'or, Esther Salmowitz, Dov Shilansky, Saleh Tariff (until 27 November 1995); 
Secretary General: Shmuel Jacobson. 

	Name of List 
	Votes in Percentage 
	Number of Seats 
	Number of Seats Before Next Elections 

	Labor 1
	34.7
	44
	41

	Likud 2
	24.9
	32
	29

	Meretz
	9.6
	12
	12

	Tzomet 3
	6.4
	8
	5

	National Religious Party
	5.0
	6
	6

	Shas 4
	4.9
	6
	5

	United Torah Judaism 5
	3.3
	4
	0

	Hadash
	2.4
	3
	3

	Moledet 6
	2.4
	3
	1

	Arab Democratic Party
	1.6
	2
	2

	Agudat Yisrael 5
	-
	0
	2

	Degel Hatorah 5
	-
	0
	2

	The Third Way 1
	-
	0
	2

	Gesher 2
	-
	0
	2

	Atid 3
	-
	0
	2

	Yi-ud 3
	-
	0
	1

	Right Israel 6
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Joseph Azran 4
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Efraim Gur 2
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Nava Arad 1
	-
	0
	1

	Single MK - Joseph Bagad 6
	-
	0
	1

	1 Two members left the Labor Party and established the Third Way. MK Nava Arad left and became a single MK. 
2 Two members left the Likud and established Gesher. MK Efraim Gur left and became a single MK. 
3 Three MKs left Tzomet. They formed two new parliamentary groups: Atid and Yi-ud. 
4 Joseph Azran left Shas and became a single MK. 
5 Towards the end of the Knesset, United Torah Judaism split into Degel Hatorah and Agudat Yisrael. 
6 One member left Moledet, established Right Israel. MK Joseph Bagad also left and became a single MK. 


The twenty fifth government was formed by Yitzhak Rabin, on 13 July, 1992. The coalition members were: Labor, Meretz, Shas (left the government on 14. September, 1993) and Yi'ud (joined the government on 9 January, 1995. The number of ministers when the government was formed - 17. The numer of MKs who supported the government when it was first formed - 62 coalition members and another five MKs from ouside the coalition. After Shas left and Yi'ud entered the number of ministers went up to 21, and the number of MKs who supported the government fell to 58 coalition members and another five MKs from outside the coalition. The government turned into a transition government following the assassination of the Prime Minister on 4 November, 1995. 

The twenty sixth government was formed by Shimon Peres, on 22 November, 1995. The coalition members were: Labor, Meretz and Yi'ud. The number of ministers when the government was formed -21. The number of MKs who supported the government - 58 coalition members and another five MKs from outside the coalition. 

Factional and Government Make-Up of the Fifteenth Knesset 

Elected on 17 May, 1999. 

Speaker: Avraham Burg 
Deputy Speakers: Naomi Chazan, Abdulmalik Dehamshe, Yuli-Yoel Edelstein, Gideon Ezra, Shmuel Halpert, Nahum Langental, Maxim Levy, Yehudith Naot, Dalia Rabin-Pelossof, Avraham Ravitz, Reuven Rivlin, David Tal. 
Secretary General: Arye Hahn

	Name of List 
	Votes in Percentage 
	Number of Seats 
	Number of Seats Before Next Elections 

	One Israel 1
	20.2
	26
	0

	Likud 2
	14.1
	19
	21

	Shas
	13
	17
	17

	Meretz
	7.6
	10
	10

	Yisrael Be`aliyah 3
	5.1
	6
	4

	Shinui
	5
	6
	6

	Center Party 2
	5
	6
	3

	National Religious Party
	4.2
	5
	5

	Yahadut Hatorah
	3.7
	5
	5

	United Arab List 4
	3.4
	5
	2

	Ihud Leumi 5
	3
	4
	0

	Yisrael Beitenu 5
	2.6
	4
	0

	Hadash
	2.6
	3
	3

	National Democratic Assembly (Balad) 6
	1.9
	2
	1

	Am Ehad
	1.9
	2
	2

	Labor-Meimad 
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	0
	0
	25

	Ihud Leumi-Yisrael Beteinu 5
	0
	0
	7

	Gesher 1
	0
	0
	2

	Democratic Choice 3
	0
	0
	2

	National Arab Party 4
	0
	0
	2

	Arab Movement for Renewal 6
	0
	0
	1

	Herut - National Movement 5
	0
	0
	1

	National Unity - National Progressive Alliance 4
	0
	0
	1

	1 Gesher left One Israel and the New Way joined. One Israel changed its name to Labor-Meimad. 
2 Two members from the Center Party joined the Likud. 
3 Two members left Yisrael Be'aliyah and established the Democratic Choice. 
4 Three MKs left the United Arab List: Two established the National Arab Party and one established National Unity - National Progressive Alliance. 
5 Ichud Leumi merged with Yisrael Beitenu, and Herut left that united parliamentary group. 
6 One member left Moledet and established Right Israel. MK Joseph Bagad also left and became a single MK. 



The twenty-eighth government was formed by Ehud Barak on July 6, 1999. The members of the coalition were One Israel, Shas, Meretz, Center Party, Mafdal, Yahadut Hatorah, and Yisrael B'Aliya. When the government was formed, there were 18 active ministers, and that number later increased to 24. Yahadut Hatorah resigned in September 1999 over the transport of a turbine on Shabbat. The government fell due to security issues following the onset of the El Aksa Intifada. 

The twenty-ninth government was formed by Ariel Sharon on March 7, 2001, following the special direct elections for a new prime minister. The government was a wide, National Unity Government which included Likud, Labor-Meimad, Shas, Center Party, Mafdal, Yahadut Hatorah, Yisrael B'Aliya, and Ichud Leumi-Yisrael Beteinu. At the formation of the government, there were 26 ministers, and at its height, the government included 29 ministers. 

 The Seventeenth Knesset: Election: March 28. 2006 
	National Results
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Total Ballots: 3186739
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Defective Ballots: 49675
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Valid Ballots: 3137064
List Name

Letter

Number of Votes

Mandates 

Brit Olam
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2011

Da-am - Workers` Party
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3692

Gil
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185759

7 

Green Leaf
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40353

Greens (Hayerukim)
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47595

Hadash

[image: image11.jpg]



86092

3 

Herut
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2387

Hetz
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10113

Ichud Leumi - Mafdal
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224083

9 

Kadima
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690901

29 

Labor-Meimad
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472366

19 

Lechem
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1381

Leeder
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580

Lev
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1765

Likud
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281996

12 

Meretz
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5 

National Arab Party
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738

National Democratic Assembly
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72066

3 

National Jewish Front
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24824

New Zionism
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1278

One Future
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14005

Party for the Struggle With the Banks

[image: image27.jpg]



2163

Shas
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299054

12 

Shinui
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4675

Strength to the Poor
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1214

Tafnit
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18753

Torah and Shabbat Judaism

[image: image32.jpg]



147091

6 

Tzedek Lakol
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3819

Tzomet
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1342

United Arab List - Arab Renewal
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94786

4 

Yisrael Beitenu
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11 




Eighteenth Knesset

Elections to the Knesset (10 February, 2009) 

	Number of Eligible Voters 
	5,278,985

	Valid votes 
	3,373,490

	Qualifying threshold (2%) 
	67,470

	Votes per seat 
	27,246


	Name of list 
	Number of valid votes 
	% of total votes 
	Number of seats 

	Kadima
	758,032
	22.5
	28

	Likud
	729,054
	21.6
	27

	Yisrael Beitenu
	394,577
	11.7
	15

	Labor
	334,900
	9.9
	13

	Shas
	286,300
	8.5
	11

	United Torah Judaism
	147,954
	4.4
	5

	Ra'am-Ta'al
	113,954
	3.4
	4

	Ichud Leumi
	112,570
	3.3
	4

	Hadash
	112,130
	3.3
	4

	New Movement - Meretz
	99,611
	3.0
	3

	Habayit Hayehudi
	96,765
	2.9
	3

	National Democratic Assembly – Balad
	83,739
	2.5
	3


Factional and Government Make-Up of the Nineteenth Knesset 

Elected on January 22, 2013. 

Speaker: Yuli Yoel Edelstein
Deputy Speakers: Ofir Akunis, Yitzhak Vaknin 
Secretary General: Yirdena Miller-Horovitz

	Parliamentary Group 
	Votes in Percentage 
	Number of Seats Elected 
	Current Number of Seats 

	Likud Yisrael Beitenu
	23.34
	31
	0

	Yesh Atid
	14.33
	19
	19

	Israel Labor Party 
	11.39
	15
	15

	Habayit Hayehudi
	9.12
	12
	12

	Shas
	8.75
	11
	11

	United Torah Judaism
	5.16
	7
	7

	Hatenua Chaired by Tzipi Livni
	4.99
	6
	6

	Meretz 
	4.55
	6
	6

	United Arab List - Arab Movement for Renewal
	3.65
	4
	0

	Hadash
	2.99
	4
	4

	National Democratic Assembly (Balad)
	2.56
	3
	3

	Kadima
	2.08
	2
	2

	Likud - National Liberal Movement
	0
	0
	18

	Yisrael Beitenu
	0
	0
	13

	United Arab List
	0
	0
	3

	Arab Movement for Renewal
	0
	0
	1




The Thirty Third Government was formed by Binyamin Netanyahu on March 18 2013. The coalition included the following parliamentary groups: Likud Yisrael Beitenu, Yesh Atid, Habayit Hayehudi, and Hatenua. 
On December 2 2014, Prime Minister Netanyahu fired Finance Minister Yair Lapid and Justice Minister Tzipi Livni from the government. Immediately the rest of the ministers from the Yesh Atid party resigned from the government, and the Yesh Atid and Hatenua parliamentary groups left the coalition. 

Parties competing for the Parliamentary elections 
in March 2015
Right-wing parties

Likud 
Likud (23 seats) in a poll by Israel’s Channel 2): The largest of Israel’s right-wing parties, the Likud styles itself as Israel’s ruling party—which, indeed, it has been for the last six years. The party’s coalition once embraced security hawks, secular nationalists, free-market liberals, and working-class Mizrahim (Jews with family roots in the Arab world). Especially in this election cycle, smaller, more nimble parties have nibbled at that coalition. The party is aiming to win back voters by stressing the need for a strong ruling party, led by the experienced Netanyahu, to avoid an unstable coalition of multiple, squabbling right-wing and centre-right political parties. A campaign video portrayed the smaller parties as petty-minded kindergarteners, with Netanyahu, the responsible adult, watching over them. 

Bayit Yehudi 
Bayit Yehudi (15 seats): Party leader Naftali Bennett has big plans. Leading what was once a staid party of the religious-settler right, the charismatic Bennett is again vying to bring young, mainstream Israel into his tent. The efforts are yielding some results. Leveraging his charisma, Bennett has produced creative, cutting-edge campaign videos with tongue-in-cheek jibes aimed at middle-of-the-road secular voters. Those videos have helped Bayit Yehudi (Jewish Home) maintain a strong showing of 16 seats in the polls. Bennett’s success in reaching beyond his national religious base reflects a shift in Israeli society in which increasing numbers of secular or traditional (i.e., partially religiously observant) voters identify with the national religious sector. That said, Bennett’s hipster campaign has also created a backlash. Coverage of the hardline, religious presence in the party’s Knesset list and in its stance toward gays threatens to tarnish the image Bennett has so carefully crafted. 

Haredi parties
Stances on the conflict with the Palestinians have traditionally demarcated right from left on the Israeli political spectrum, but more than a million Israeli voters will cast ballots for parties that are neither right- nor left-wing. For these voters, other concerns predominate. Many affiliate with the Haredi sector and choose parties whose goal is to advance that sector’s interests. 

United Torah Judaism 
United Torah Judaism (7 seats): The party of the Ashkenazi Haredim (ultra-Orthodox Jews with family roots in Eastern Europe), UTJ has a simple mission: to safeguard the interests of its sector, especially exemptions from military service and stipends for yeshiva students. On one hand, that agenda generates resentment among many secular Israelis. On the other hand, though its voters lean right, the party is willing to sit in government with right or left—as long as the exemptions and stipends keep flowing. 

Shas 
Shas (7 seats): Shas represents Mizrahi Haredim, but, as with other parties, its ambitions go far beyond that. Like religious movements in the Arab world, Shas has broadened its base by providing social-welfare services to the poor, thus earning their loyal backing. This election season has brought particular drama. Last year saw the death of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, the movement’s spiritual patriarch and the most influential Mizrahi rabbi in centuries. The race to claim Rav Ovadia’s mantle produced a bitter civil war in the party. The charismatic Aryeh Deri has taken over Shas. 

Yahad Haʾam Itanu 
Yahad Haʾam Itanu (does not currently meet the electoral threshold of 3.25% support among voters to enter the Knesset): Deri’s rival, Eli Yishai has split to form a new party. Yishai’s party is struggling to meet the threshold, and it may unite with a small, far-right faction in order to do so. Commentators have noted that the fusion of Haredim (traditionally anti-Zionist) with religious nationalists is the outcome of a trend in Israeli society years in the making. 

Centrist parties

In the summer of 2011, a half-million Israelis took to the streets to protest social and economic concerns, especially the high cost of living. Those protests attracted a higher proportion of Israel’s population than did France’s gigantic Charlie Hebdo protests. After-effects of the 2011 social-protest movement have given shape to an Israeli centre focused on bread-and-butter, middle-class issues. 

Yesh Atid 
Yesh Atid (9 seats): Led by Yair Lapid—another of this election season’s charismatic figures—Yesh Atid represents middle- and upper-middle class voters who prioritise good governance; reforms in housing, education, and health; and the entry of Haredim into the military and the work force. The star of the 2013 elections, Yesh Atid earned 19 Knesset seats, enough to secure for Lapid the powerful portfolio of finance minister. Like Barack Obama, Lapid is dashing and smooth-talking; like Obama, he has disappointed his electorate’s high expectations. Still, thanks to Lapid’s strong campaign skills, the party is holding its own in pre-election polls. 

Kulanu 
Kulanu (8 seats): A new party, Kulanu focuses squarely on the cost-of-living issue. Its leader, Moshe Kahlon, was born to immigrants from Libya and grew up in a poor immigrant neighbourhood. He rose through the ranks of the Likud, and, as communications minister, broke up the oligopoly that controlled Israel’s mobile-telephone market and lowered Israelis’ mobile bills by some 90%. In the wake of the cellular reform, Kahlon rode a wave of popularity and broke from the Likud, which Kahlon contends has abandoned its working-class Mizrahi base. To lower the cost of living, Kahlon advocates both reforms in the housing market (where prices have shot up in recent years) and anti-monopoly policies in other sectors. 

Yisrael Beytenu 
Yisrael Beytenu (7 seats): Not a cost-of-living party, Yisrael Beytenu aims to attract some voters with centrist views on the conflict with the Palestinians in order to add to its base of aging immigrants from the former Soviet Union and the personal following of leader Avigdor Lieberman. The party has been rocked by a spreading corruption scandal that has reduced its support. Lieberman has unveiled a new, young Knesset slate in his attempt to reach beyond the party’s natural base and the right-wing voters Lieberman has traditionally attracted (particularly with barbs aimed at Israel’s Arab parties). 

Left-wing parties

Zionist Camp 
Zionist Camp (26 seats): The joint list of the Labour Party and Tzipi Livni’s Hatnua has emerged as the definitive leading contender in Israel’s centre and left. Though often overshadowed by more charismatic rivals, Labour leader Yitzhak “Buji” Herzog has seen his personal standing improve. Herzog and Livni often focus on policy toward the Palestinians and right-wing domestic policies by the outgoing government. Meanwhile, the party’s activist base is concerned primarily with social and economic issues and elected a slate stacked with young activists and supporters of social-democratic economic policies. Critics have decried the slate as too extreme for more centrist voters, but Herzog and Livni will try to broaden the base as much as possible. 

Meretz 
Meretz (6 seats): Again in 2015, Meretz is campaigning on unapologetic support for a secular, left-wing agenda. That full-throated support appeals to a loyal segment of the Israeli electorate. Some commentators contend that the resurgence of the Labour Party threatens the support for Meretz, which doubled from three seats to six in 2013. Party leader Zehava Gal-On has argued that only with her party can left-wing voters be assured of ideological consistency and steadfast opposition to Israel’s right. 

Arab parties

Joint List 
Joint List (12 seats): In 2014, the Knesset amended Israeli law to require support from 3.25% of voters (instead of 2%) for a party to enter the Knesset. That move endangers—and was intended to endanger—Israel’s three small Arab parties. The raised threshold led the three parties to run as a joint list that could easily meet the test. Commentators have speculated that the new law may prove a blessing in disguise; shorn of the internal, intra-sector squabbles, the joint list could galvanize the Arab voting base and increase its turnout on election day. Leading Arab politicians have indicated that the party would not be willing formally to enter a government with the Zionist Camp but could support it in no-confidence votes to keep a Likud-led bloc from holding power.

Other parties
The Ale Yarok (Green Leaf) party, which supports legalizing marijuana, said that anyone who donated to them would receive marijuana if and when the plant was legalized in Israel. As a result, the party raised over NIS 100,000 as of January 13. Green Leaf has never won parliamentary seats before; however, there are enough cannabis smokers in Israel that if even a quarter of them vote for Ale Yarok, the party will have a good chance of winning seats.

In January, a political party led by Haredi women declared its intention to run in the upcoming elections, a first in the Israeli political system.  The party, which is called Ubizchutan, includes Ruth Korian and Noah Erez on its list. Party leader Ruth Korian asked for protection from the government after she said her 10-year-old daughter was pulled out of class and questioned about party activities.

The "We Are All Friends Na Nach" party, representing Breslover Hasidim, is also running. Because the name of the party in Hebrew is "Kulanu Haverim Na Nach", they objected to the use of the first word by Moshe Kahlon's Kulanu party. Ultimately, however, both parties were allowed to use the name.

The Greens party renamed itself this election as the "Greens Don't Give A Fuck" party.

Former United Arab List MK Taleb a-Sanaa founded a party called “The Arab List" after not receiving a slot on the Arab parties' Joint List.

Other parties running again after failing to cross the threshold in the previous election are the Pirate Party, Or, Protecting Our Children - Stop Feeding Them Porn, HaTikva LeShinui ("The Hope for Change"), and the Finance Party headed by the Goldstein brothers.

Other parties running for the first time in this election are Democratura, Manhigut Hevratit ("Social Leadership"), Nivheret Ha'Am HaZmanit ("The Temporary National Team") headed by former Brit Olam founder Ofer Lifschitz, Schirut BeKavod ("Making a Living With Honor"), and Perach ("Flower").
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