Judaism and Christianity:
The Parting of the Ways

Grows into Rabbinic Judaism, the
foundation of our faith and way
of life today

Becomes Christianity

Thus, even
though Jesus
was Jewish,
the line of
Jewish teachers
passes near to,
but not through
him.

Destruction of the Second
Temple, 70 CE, ending the
Sadducee philosophy, which
believed that the Temple was
the most imortant part of
Judaism

Believed that you
could have a revolt
against Rome, and
win. See: Jerusalem,
and Massada!

The real split:
when Paul says
you no longer
need to follow
the “law”

Retreated into the dessert
and worshipped God by not
having sex. Died out.

These two groups had much in
common at first. Tradition of
interpretation, life after death,
method of teaching

First Century Judaism
in which you would have to include
Jesus as a Jewish leader of one of the
factions at the time.

Sadducees

Pharisees

The Jesus
Group

Zealots

Roman politics: splitting into factions,
Dissent and attempted rebellion
Greek influence, including new ideas
(body/soul split, allegory, typology, life
after death) (Second to First Centuries

Biblical {“Old Testament”)
Israelite Religion
There are many reasons why Jews generally do not use the term “Old Testament.”
We say either “the Bible” or “the TaNaKh”
or “the Hebrew Scriptures.” There are
different books, it is a different collection,
and it is in a different order. Nevertheless
in common parlance and as a short cut we
might use the term.

Destruction of the First Temple
by the Babylonians, 586 BCE

Essenes*

Thus in the first half of the
first century CE, and only
then, it might have been
appropriate to use the
term “Jew for Jesus.” After
that, there is a word in the
English language for one
who follows Israelite,or
what they might call “Old
Testament” religion until
the coming of Jesus, and
then follows Jesus. That
word is “Christian.”

King David, 1000 BCE
Moses, 1250 BCE?

* The identity and range of
activity of the Essenes is the
subject of more debate
among scholars than that of
any of these other groups.

Abraham, 1800 BCE?
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